SOLDIERS    OF    THE    PEN

his subsequent works, he described the state and
attitude of mind of the exiled Poles, proving that
centuries of oppression and persecution had
failed to affect their national thoughts and emotions.
Ladislav Stanislav Reymont (1868-1925) was a
highly individual author of the realistic school
and won the Nobel Prize for Literature with his
Land of Promise.

During the last decades of the nineteenth
century the literary movement of the c Young
Poles' was started in Cracow, and produced a
number of talented poets, like Kasprowicz,
Denbicki (1871-1931), SczepaAski, Adamowicz,
Mirandolla, MiciAski and others, Kasprowicz
became the greatest poet of his age, while
Przybyszewski achieved success as a novelist and
Wyspianski as a dramatist. A great novelist
member of the movement was Stefan Zeronski,
whom his countrymen compare with the Nobel
Prize winner Reymont, and many regard him as
even greater.

The names of the Polish poets, novelists,
dramatists and sociologists who have placed their
talents and energies into the service of Polish
literature and the Polish national cause at the
turn of the century and since is legion and it
would be impossible even to mention them all,
and we will therefore only deal with a few typical
figures, not entirely on the principle of merit,
but rather on the basis of the characteristically
Polish way in which their talent first found
expression, A striking case is that of Ferdinand
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